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Synopsis

National parks are more than the best idea America ever hada "they’re our country’s best
playgrounds for millions of vacationers who want to enjoy recreation activities, nature and wildlife,
and down-time with friends, family, or as solo travelers. This timely, idea-filled guide covers "classic"
parks, national historical parks, national monuments, national battlefields, national scenic trails, and
beyond. Hundreds of Top 10 lists highlight every park’s best attractionsa "best lodges, best hikes,
best star-gazing spots, best campfire meal spots. Destinations are covered by region, theme,
season, and occasion. Photos, anecdotes from park rangers, and insider tips, plus traveler
resources such as hotels and restaurants, make this the national parks guide travelers have long

sought.
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Customer Reviews

a ceNational Geographic has packed 800 ideasa [This guide will tell you the best places to find
waterfalls, wildflowers, rock art and petroglyphs, fossils, and geological oddities as well as the best
places to watch the night sky, take a family-friendly hike, enjoy wind sports, find the best food and
the most coveted hotel rooms. And if you dona ™t like crowds, thered ™s a list of 10
underappreciated parks.a * 4 “The Boston Globe A & ceTherea ™s a lot to embrace in the new
book.a * & “Baltimore Suna cel was pretty inspired by the book & ” itd ™s obvious that it was put
together by a group of people that have a real passion for the national parks system.a « & “Albany

Times Union A



NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC is one of the worlda ™s leading nonfiction publishers, proudly
supporting the work of scientists, explorers, photographers, and authors, as well as publishing a
diverse list of books that celebrate the world and all that is in it. National Geographic Books creates
and distributes print and digital works that inspire, entertain, teach, and give readers access to a
world of discovery and possibility on a wide range of nonfiction subjects from animals to travel,
cartography to history, fun facts to moving stories. A portion of all National Geographic proceeds is
used to fund exploration, conservation, and education through ongoing contributions to the work of
the National Geographic Society.Fran P. Mainella was the first woman director of the United States
National Park Service. Prior to this, she served as the director of Floridad ™s State Parks, a role for
which she was awarded the Pugsley Medal. She is now a visiting scholar at Clemson University, as

well as the cochair of the organizationa ™s US Play Coalition.

It's a great book and reference for visiting parks and national monuments, but | do wish all the top
10 sections throughout the book had the state location in addition to the park/monument name.
There are some national monuments listed with pictures and descriptions, but no location! | have to
look them up in the index, which isn’t a big deal but it would be easier to navigate with a state

reference.

Great book on National Parks - different than most with the lists on the best parks for a variety of

topics/activities.

Great book, with great content on the parks. | may not agree with some of the rankings, but I'm also

partial to my favorite parks.

If you like to travel to our national parks, this book is a "must buy." You can find what activity you

want to do, and this book will tell you the top 10 parks for doing that. Lots of great tips as well.

This is an awesome book about the national parks. | do wish it had a map for trip planning and an

index to look at the parks by state.

Was hoping the book would be better but it was just fine.



bought used, excellent price and looked like it was barely used.

Good buy for this time of year.
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